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The Dog Days of August 

By the time you get this newsletter we will be into the month of August.  

Growing up around these parts, these days were called the “dog days of August”.  

We had very little (if any) air conditioning in the D.C. metropolitan area and 

often the only relief afforded from the heat was open windows, fans and an 

occasional cooling off period at night time.   

Cars weren’t air conditioned either.  Churches were anything but air conditioned.  

I remember when I first came to our church that the summer months were marked by an array of 

big fans that ran continuously in order to provide some relief from the oppressive heat.  It always 

sounded like we were in the belly of a large military transport airplane called a C-47 and the 

echo was about to engulf you at any moment.  I remember how overjoyed we were and how 

blessed we felt when one of the people who was attending with his wife offered to install some 

old used central air conditioning units from the place where he worked and have them put in the 

church at a really good cost to the church.  We felt blessed beyond belief. 

Today, air conditioning is pretty much taken for granted.  I think nearly all of us have 

gotten used to having it.   Funny how blessings go isn’t it?  What was a huge blessing just a few 

years ago is “expected” and taken for granted today.  I see this phenomenon all the time, both in 

myself and the church.  We tend to take each new level of blessing as the baseline for what we 

come to expect and even think we couldn’t exist without it. 

Sometimes I think it does us good to stop and think about all that we take for granted, especially 

when it comes to the blessings that God gives to us and especially when it comes to the church.  I 

see us getting more and more complacent about the blessings our church brings to us.  I see us 

taking it more and more for granted that our church will always be here, always thriving, always 

able to respond to our needs.  I see us becoming and more apathetic about the blessings of our 

church and less and less able to see how blessed we are and how good we have it. 

As the summer sun bears down upon us and the heat of the day gets sometimes 

oppressive I hope we will all stop and thank God for our blessings.  I hope we will all stop and 

take special recognition for all the ways our church blesses all of us and we will show our 

gratitude on a regular and faithful basis.  Stop and thank God for your church.  Stop and thank 

God for having blessed us with a beautiful facility, a wonderful program and a congregation of 

people who love and accept us all.  Stop and be sure you are doing your part in being a part of a 

thriving and blessed church.  Oh, yeah, stop and soak up all the cool, beautiful, delightful, air 

conditioning that is ours!  

Please make being a church a regular priority in your life!  I’ll see you here! 

                                 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
OUR SYMPATHY & PRAYERS are extended to Ed 

Wachtman.  Lucy passed away on July 12th from 
pneumonia.  Lucy & Ed both have been longtime 
members of our church.  Lucy loved AHCC and had many 
friends here.  Her pleasant smile and welcoming arms will 
be greatly missed.    
     Lucy was buried on Friday, July 17th in her hometown 
of Roncerverte, West Virginia. Dr Chance performed the 
funeral and graveside ceremony.   A Memorial Service 
was held at AHCC on Wednesday, July 22nd at 7:30 P.M.  
Please keep Ed in your thoughts and prayers. 

                       
 

A Heartfelt Thank You~ 
 
I want to thank those who sent me cards after the death 
of my mother. I will carry the kind words with me to her 
memorial service. I will miss my mom very much. When I 
called and talked to her I always felt better. She was 
always there for me. I was sure happy to be there for her 
when she took her last breath. 

Patty Barnhill 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS AMONG OUR 

CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Our thoughts & prayers are  with: 

 
Mary Purcell 

 
Wentworth Wilder 
 
Dorotha Fildes 
 
Dorothy Kenney 
 
David Watterworth 
 
Ralph Hockman 
 

                        

    
 
A Note from Russ & Joan Starkey- 

I'm in the process of moving toward semi-
retirement. I am doing exactly what I wanted to do, coast 
out. I'm being retained on a full time consulting basis to 
the end of the year and I have a contract to work on a 
part time basis in a consulting capacity through all of 
next year (actually working about 40% of the time). I 
should note that I'll be 67 in a couple weeks so it's about 
time. 
  Joan is recovering nicely from hip replacement 
surgery, and through all of that has managed to maintain 
her sense of humor. 
  We're leaving tomorrow for two weeks at our 
place in the NC mountains with kids and grand kids to 
join us over the 4th. 
  We miss you all and Aspen Hill Christian 
Church. We have yet to find and settle in a church here. 
Worse, there are no Disciples' churches near by....  

Take care.   Our best to you and yours, 
                                     Russ 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
            

           OUTREACH  
Mario Mendoza, Chairman      Great news for the Food Closet!!!  Gwen Mott has 

 generously and graciously volunteered to take over the post of coordinator. We are 
 grateful to Gwen for giving of her time, talent and treasure. 

The first order of business is to re-stock the food closet with CANNED-ONLY donations. Sorry we cannot 
accept boxed gifts because we do not want a return of the rodent problem. 
Please place your gifts of CANNED food items in the box by the entrance of the recreation hall. Any 
money donations should be marked to the Food Closet Designated Fund. 
May the Lord reward your generosity. 
 

 

WORSHIP 
                     Arlyn Sanchez, Chairman  
                        I hope youôre enjoying your summer.  Iôm in sunny and hot Puerto Rico enjoying with my family.  
                          Services are still being held at 10am and will be back at 11am in September.  
                          Have a blessed summer!! 

 

       

FELLOWSHIP  
                     Amy Buckingham, Chairman  

Yep - you are right!!!  There are LOTS of opportunities in the fellowship ministry of OUR 
 church!  FIRST, and most urgently, is our Bethany Beach retreat.  We have a PRIME  
weekend - September 18-20.  It is a perfect weekend for a beach retreat!  The cost is only  
$115 for adults and $55 for kids.  This includes (basic) lodging located 3 blocks from the 

beach.  You will need to bring your own linens - but then you don't have to worry about germ-y hotel 
sheets!  3 meals Saturday and 2 meals Sunday are also included!  And best yet, all the fellowship, 
fun, worship, fellowship, fun, worship, etc you can cram into one weekend!  Please consider joining 
us, and sign up immediately in the fellowship hall.   
 
There are several openings for fellowship hours through the summer and early fall - please sign up 
to host one!  We all love to have coffee, juice, and a cookie after church! 

 

 

                     STEWARDSHIP 
                   John Small, Chairman  
                    No article submitted. 
 
                

EVANGELISM/MEMBERSHIP 
Karen Shpiece 

                      No article submitted. 
 

     
 
 
                 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION    
                 Mary Chance, Chairman   

                   No article submitted.            

NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES  
 
 

DEPARTMENTS

 

 



 
 
 
  

BETHANY BEACH RETREAT  
FAST APPROACHING 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 18-20 
 

$115.00 for adults 
$55.00 for children 

 
Sign up sheet in fellowship hall 

 
Join us for this time of fun, fellowship,  

worship and sharing. 
 

 
TIME IS RUNNING OUT FAST ï SIGN UP NOW! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

           August 
        Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 
 
2 Wendell Jaquith 

Veronica Williams 
3 Kimberly Leslie 
7 Martha Dean 
9 Stan & Anna Lee Crockett 

Joseph Kibutu 
11 Bob Chance 
14 Galen Queen 

Donald Brooks 
15 Jim & Wauneta Wine 
16 Maxwell Konzmann 
17 Bill Helkie 
18 Amanda Madsen 
19 Alvin Abraham 

21 John & Jane Small 
23 Gary & Bette Meredith 

Jennifer Price 
30 Barbara MacDowell 
31 Virginia Sullivan 

~ From our Staff ~  
 

Greetings from your Music Ministry.  To conclude Julyôs Sunday special music 
presentations , Judy Vandeman will again bring her harp and sing for us on the 19th and on 
the 26th tenor Bill Bates will return and sing for us.  Bill started taking lessons from me a 
couple of years ago because he was recovering from a condition which paralyzed one of his 
vocal chords and wanted lessons for vocal therapy and range expansion.  When you hear 
him I think you will agree that he has recovered very satisfactorily.  Come and bring your 
friends and neighbors to hear these performers as they worship with us.   

Jon 



 
 

Save the Date ï Aug 12 or Aug 18. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY COMING SOON!!!! 

Some of you may be getting this more than once ï that means you are on 
more than one ñlistò.  Please forgive us if you get it 3 or 4 times ï and help 
spread the word. 

Aspen Hill Christian Church is doing a new pictorial directory on August 12 
and August 18 from 3:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

It has been 5 years since we did one.  They are treasured and important 
tools in the growing the church and in saving the memory of who we are at any 
particular point in time.  You will hear more about this later ï buté 

Please save those two dates for your individual/family portrait to be taken 
on one of those two dates.  You will receive a free 8X10 just for having your 
picture taken and you will receive a free pictorial directory of the whole church 
family.  It is of major importance and financial implications to us to have at least 
70 families photographed.  Please help us succeed by saving the date and being 
photographed for our directory.   

In all truthfulness, I look back and see our past pictorial directories and I 
am touched deeply by seeing all the people who made us ñchurchò at the time of 
each particular directory.  We have them going all the way back to the 70ôs.  Who 
was that young guy who was the Senior Minister?  I hardly recognize me. 

Save the date ï AUG 12 & AUG 18.  Starting June 28 there will be 
someone at church to enable you to sign you up for a particular time and day (of 
the two mentioned above) to be photographed.  Starting next Thursday, June 25, 
you can also call Debbie at the church office (301-871-7222) to save the time 
that is best for you.  First come, first served on times so be ready to reserve your 
time. 


