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Doors… 
   “There are twelve entrances to the city of Jerusalem”  (Ezekiel 48:30) 

Have you ever thought about all those different entrances to God’s 

holy city?  Pilgrims, visitors, armies, people from all over the world came 

into Jerusalem through twelve different gates.  Each of the four walls of 

Jerusalem measured 2,530 yards and each wall had three gates.  Each gate 

had its own name.  The length of the wall on all four sides of the city was 

10,080 yards long.  The name of the city during that time was “The-Lord-

Is-Here”   

We have a “different doors” strategy for growing the church.  While 

we have nine different doors to the church in a literal sense we have twelve 

doors in a spiritual sense.  People come into the church through different “doors”.  Some people 

come to us through the door of music.  They love to sing, they join the choir or they just sit back 

and enjoy the music of the church.  Other people come through the door of the softball team.  

They aren’t as interested in music but they sure enjoy sports and they come and take part in a fun 

and vibrant athletic program.  Others come through the door of service or the door of study or the 

door of fellowship.  The one door we all connect through is the sanctuary door.  Sooner or later, 

almost always sooner we connect through the door of worship.   

It is important that we keep the doors open, that we welcome people through whatever 

door they find most relevant and interesting for them.  The door that matters the most is the door 

that a particular person or family is most interested in.  Every church has different doors into the 

church and it’s important that we keep them all open. 

Irrespective of which door we invite people through and which door they ultimately 

choose to enter the most important thing to remember is that it is our privilege and responsibility, 

not to mention our joy to invite people into the church.  We have all experienced acceptance, 

love, joy, faith, fellowship and much more in our church and why wouldn’t we want to invite 

people in?  Invite them through the door that works best for them. 

I’m afraid too many Christians aren’t taking this responsibility seriously anymore.  

We’ve gotten used to just sitting back and enjoying the good life for ourselves.  We are too often 

content with being spectators rather than participants in the game of life and this even plays out 

in our church. 

For all the right reasons, and with all the right spirit and through the right door please 

bring your friends, your family and your neighbors and even a stranger or two to the joy of faith 

in Jesus Christ and in particular, life in the Aspen Hill Christian Church. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES 
SEPTEMBER          

 
 

1 Rose & Steve Knott
2 Bob & Mary Chance 
3 Jerry Barkdoll  
5 Mary Chance 
6 Peter Nielsen 

Nicolas Shpiece 
7 Barbara & Rich MacDowell 

Arlyn Sanchez 
8 Brooke Appleyard 
10 Arielle Duran 
12 Carl Spraggins 
 Debbie Owen 
13 Ramona Lastre 

Christopher Price 
15 Bette Meredith 

Terri Headley 
Rosa Bahoum    

18 Orlando Lastre 
 Jennifer Owen 
20 Dawn Hall 

Jorge Leon 
21 Laura Arico 
 Bryan Helkie 

Michael Nelson 
22 Wynsome Black 
23 Helen Nutt 

Stacey Sahady 
24 Luke Hanson 
27 Debbie Sullivan 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A BIG THANK You to Carol Parrish & Carol Knott for their help with our new Pictorial 
Directory. Carol Parrish signed families up for their photo sessions and Carol Knott lined up 
greeters for the 2 days the pictures were taken.  And of course a big thank you to all of you 
who signed up to have your pictures taken!  The new directory should be here in a few 
months!   

 
NEWS AMONG OUR 

CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Our thoughts & prayers are  with: 

 
Mary Purcell  
 
Wentworth Wilder 
 
Dorotha Fildes 
 
Dorothy Kenney 
 
David Watterworth. 
 
Ralph Hockman 
 
Jim Hood 
 
Virginia Sullivan 
 
Eleanor Pernia 
 
                            

           
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                        NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES 
 
            

           OUTREACH  
Mario Mendoza, Chairman   
 Backpack Drive 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to make the back to school backpack drive successful. Alyssa 
Sanders, the county Child Services coordinator was thrilled and appreciative of our donations and 
reported that there is a great need for school articles. As budget dollars have decreased, contributions 
from charitable organizations such as Aspen Hill, have become vital. 

Once again. you have shown that when God calls, you respond.  Thank you very much 
   
 

 

WORSHIP 
                     Arlyn Sanchez, Chairman  

                        Where did the summer go???  We should feel all restedé. NOT!  Well, good  
  news!!!   The services will go back to their usual 11am with Opening exercises at 9:45am 
on Sunday 6 September 2009.  Also in September, Pastor Allen Brown will bring us the sermon on the 
20th.  Hope you had a blessed summer.  Letôs hear it for fall and cooler temperatures!!  See you in church!! 

 

 
                

EVANGELISM/MEMBERSHIP 
Karen Shpiece 
Whew!  What a summer it's been!!!  Now it's time to settle back into a more familiar,  
relaxed routine.  Make part of your routine inviting someone you know to Aspen Hill  
Christian Church....we have many wonderful activities that make it easy! Invite a neighbor 

to Bethany Beach!!  Sunday School!   If there's a program you'd like to see us offer, please let 
Karen Shpiece know.  Remember, membership and evangelism is everyoneôs job.    

 
 
 
                 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION    
                 Mary Chance, Chairman   

  No article submitted. 
 
 
        

FELLOWSHIP  
                     Amy Buckingham, Chairman  

  No article submitted. 
 

 

 

 

                     STEWARDSHIP 
                   John Small, Chairman  



No article submitted. 
 
 
 
 
 

      NEWS FROM OUR STAFF 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Greetings from your music ministry.  I will be on 
vacation  the last two Sundays in August but have arranged for splendid music for you.  Miss Olga Bilan 
will be the pianist on 8-23 and will accompany Marie Walker and Andy Mott when they sing a duet for the 
special music.  On 8-30 Cathy Long and three fellow horn players will present the prelude, special music, 
offertory and postlude.  On that Sunday Matthew Daley will be the pianist.  He is also very gifted though 
very young.   
  You won't want to miss any of these musicians' contributions to our worship services.  Come and 
bring a friend or many! 

 
 
 Just a reminder for people who stop by the church.  Please 

stop by the church office and let us know you are here.  Sometimes I am not at my desk so I donôt see you 
come in but I hear noises around the church and become alarmed.   Just so I know you are here please 
stop by the office and say hi and let me know you are here.   
 It is important that I have current addresses, phone numbers and email addresses for all of our 
members and friends.  Please donôt forget to let the church office know if you have changed your email or 
moved.   
 My office hours are Monday ï Friday, 9:00 -3:30 P.M. I usually can be found at my desk but if you 
should call and I do not answer please leave a message and I will call you back promptly.  Some people 
have said to me that they can never reach me but if you donôt leave a message I donôt know that you have 
called.  Thanks! 
  

 

Gad a Bouts News 
 

Time to Order 2010 Calendars 
 Once again it is time to order the spiral Scull calendars.  If you would like to order a 
2010 calendar,  please call Helen Nutt  no later than Monday, September 21. The cost of 
$3.00  (the same as last year) is payable on delivery to you . 
 

Please mark the following dates on your calendars: 
 

Wed, Sept 2 ï 10:30 A.M.  Gads meeting and lunch 
Sun., Sept 13 ï 12:30 P.M. Lunch Bunch ï all welcome! 

Mon., Sept 21 ï Deadline to order calendars 
 

We hope every one of our ñregularò Gads can attend our Sept., 2 meeting, but weôd also like to 
welcome new Gad to us as we brainstorm activities for the coming months, share stores to 
keep in touch with our shut-ins, and just enjoy being together.  Weôve learned we are never too 
old to laugh and find humor.  Nell Rys and Libby Hood are our co-leaders.  We each contribute 
$2.00 monthly to help support various projects throughout the year. 

From Jon Gilbertson, Music Director 

From Debbie Smith, Church Office 



 
. 
 

 

 
 

MEET ONE OF OUR MEMBERS 

 
I started attending this church, which was then called Georgia Avenue Christian Church, in about 1963, 
when my daughter reached the age that I knew she would be in Sunday School.  I grew up in a Disciples 
church, and I felt at home here.  Over the past 40 years Iôve had the chance to do a little of everything at 
church.  I especially enjoyed working with the Golden Agers in the 1970ôs. They were a wonderful, 
interesting group of people. 
 
I grew up in Wilmington, N.C. I came to this area in 1955 to work as a chemist at the Naval Ordnance 
Laboratory.  There I met my husband.  I ñretiredò in 1958 to spend time with my three children, Karen, Tom 
and Bill.  After the children were grown I worked a The Arc of Montgomery County, first as a volunteer and 
then for twelve years as the coordinator of staff training.  Now I am retired but still volunteer there. 
 
The people who make up this church have been a wonderful blessing to me.  They have enriched my life 
and supported me in hard times.  I am so thankful for you all! 

 

   As a way for us to get to know each other in the congregation better, we are initiating this 
"MEET A  MEMBER" article in the Newsletter .  Each month we will print some background 
information about a person which will give us insight into their past and what brought them to 
AHCC.  This month re -acquaint yourself with Jean Anderson.  

 

☺☺☺ MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS ☺☺☺  
 

Debbie & Ashley Owen, wife and daughter of Joel, placed their membership with Aspen Hill 
Christian Church Sun., Aug. 2, 2009.  They joined by transfer of membership from Flower Hill Church 
of the Brethren in Gaithersburg. 
 Debbie was born and raised in Montgomery County and met Joel during their senior year at 
Robert E. Peary High School in Rockville.  They have been married almost 32 years and have three 
other children:  Jonathan, who is a staff member of the Montgomery County Humane Society in 
Rockville; and twins Michael and Shannon, both entering college this Fall. 
 When time permits, Debbie enjoys reading, scrapbooking, and does lots of creative sewing, 
turning out purses, tote bags and various other crafts. 

Ashley, also, born and raised in Montgomery County.  She is a graduate of Magruder High 
School in Rockville and Elizabethtown College in Pa.  with a degree in Biotechnology.  After devoting a 
year to research following graduation, she was accepted in a graduate partnership program between 
Georgetown and The National Institutes of Health.  She is now in her forth year of a five year program. 
 In her ñspareò time, Ashley enjoys motorcycle riding on her Harley, plays Kickball, and has 
signed up for her first half-marathon (13.1 miles) being held Labor Day weekend. 
 
We are happy to welcome Debbie and Ashley to our church family, where they are joining 
Grandmother LaRue, husband and dad joel, uncle Brad and siblings Michael and Shannon.  Please 
introduce yourselves to these new members of our family.  Their names and address are in the church 
directory.  



 
 
 
 

 
 

FALL/WINTER  SCHEDULE 
Begins 

SEPTEMBER 6
th 

 

 
         SUNDAY SCHOOL  9:45 A.M. 

 
WORSHIP 11:00 A.M. 

 
FELLOWSHIP  12:30 P.M. 


