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A Never Stop Growing
“l press on toward the goal.” (Php 3:14)

Fall may well be my favorite time of the year and October my
favorite month of Fall. | used to say it was absolutely my favorite time of
the year but by this point in my Iife |I'm beginni
and more significant ways. | love the fall but | also have some deep seated struggles facing the season of
Fall. As the leaves turn from green to red, yellow, purple, orange, and every shade in between | find the
prospect challenging and inviting.
Three of the things | like the most about the season of Fall are the changing of the leaves, the
clear cool crisp days and the changing of the seasons. First, the beautiful and majestic coloring of the
|l eaves is a “magic t o me. Living in the woods |
scientific reasons for the | eaves c¢ h #inkgoftimegcieace efit b u
steals some of the magical beauty of it all for me. So, | just enjoy the magic of the leaves transforming
into so many beautiful colors. Secondly, | also like the Fall because it is a reminder that life is always
about change. Seasons come and go, events come and go, people come and go, ultimately we will come
and go. All of | ife is about change, that’'s a fa
There is very little more energizing to me than a cool, crisp, Fall day. | truly love the perfect balance
bet ween “cool and warm” on a c¢crisp Fal/l day.
But Fall is not all joy. Among the things | have come to not like about Fall are the leaves falling.
Living in the woods | get to see the pain unfold every day. Having to rake and mow, and gather and
transport tons and tons of leaves is a lot of hard work and with the days growing shorter | have less and
less time to get it done. | dread the Fall because | have to deal with the piles and piles and piles and piles
of leaves that fall and have to be cleaned up. It almost makes me break out in hives just thinking about it.

A second problem | have with Fall that didn’t bot
the Fall of my own life span is that | too will grow old and die. Fall reminds me that winter is ahead. While
winter has its own beauty when Fall comes | can’t

and the snow and the cold biting rain lies ahead. Pondering my own mortality is an important but
challenging process. Fall is a constant reminder of my own life passing before my very eyes. One last
reason that | have mixed feelings about Fall is the very change | cherished and pursued so much when |
was younger. Now, all that change is more challenging and difficult. Changei sn’ t al ways go
isn’t a God to be worshipped at all costs. So th
Yes, the nuances of the season of Fall are challenging. But, they are also inviting to us as we
think of things like change, growing older, facing the winter of our life and dealing with all the work and
effort of life itself. Yet, all in all these very challenges are invitations. | hope we all enjoy the season of
Fall and continue to grow in our love of the Lord and one another and of the church we love so much.
Blessings upon you and yours,
Dr. Bob



NEWS AMONG OUR
CHURCH FAMILY
Our thoughts & prayers are with:

Mary Purcell
Wentworth Wilder
Dorotha Fildes.
Dorothy Kenney
David Watterworth
Ralph Hockman
Jim Hood

Libby Hood
Wendell Jaquith

Jax Spaeth

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 4"
Join us for this special service




t )From the Chaplains Office of the Fifth Regiment Armory ~

Dr Chance & Congregation of Aspen Hill Christian Church,

Thank you for being available to support soldiers, airmen and families of the Maryland National
Guard. As a Partner in Care Congregation, your prayers and assistance greatly encourages our
hearts. | look forward to visiting you in the months ahead.

CH (Col) Sean Lee
State Chaplain, MD National Guard

From Our Music Department ~

This month we would really like be able to reach out and include more of you in our efforts to praise
God through music. Due to health factors for some and distance factors for others the choir's
population has been dwindling. YOU can change this! Please consider investing a little of your time
and talent in the music program at Aspen Hill Christian Church. If you do not feel that you can sing
plan to come a few minutes early on Thursday nights and we will help you to learn. If not the choir,
perhaps you would like to be part of a male or female quartet or trio. Just let me know and I'll be
happy to assist you. If you have played an instrument in the past, perhaps you could dust it off and we
could make up some special arrangements just for you. Let God's Spirit lead you into getting more
involved in music at AHCC this season for the glory of God!

Jon Gilbertson
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NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES

('} OUTREACH
Mari Mendoza, Chairman

el feac

We are now collecting for the Regional Offering — Many Ministries.

% WORSHIP

Arlyn Sanchez, Chairman
\ Happy Fall!! | hope you are enjoying God’ colors stdrtingr
= to peek and that crisp in the air with promises of colder things to come. We will celebrate
World Communion Sunday on October 4™ with a special communion celebration. Also, we will
remember those who have gone to be with the Lord on All Saints Sunday, November 1*. If you
have someone you would like recognized, please contact me at your earliest convenience. See
you at church!

+ EVANGELISM/MEMBERSHIP
/o\ Karen Shpiece
= . . :

- Our weather has turned...the leaves are changing colors. The kids are back in school....It
mtrst be fall!! Mark your calendars because October 25 will be a fabulous day at AHCC. Itis our
Homecoming Sunday. Think about that special someone that you haven't seen in church for a
while. Remember that nice fellow that used to sit next to you. Give them a call and invite them to
our special Homecoming Sunday. We'll serve lunch...have more fun activities than you can
count...complete with a moon-bounce for the kids, carmeled apples for kids and adults alike! It's
going to be a lot of fun, but most importantly, it's a perfect opportunity to invite someone, new or
old, to our wonderful church.

@ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Mary Chance, Chairman The new school year is off to a good start. We are now meeting
in our awesome, newly painted and tiled education space. The space looks great and is
finally something to be proud of. We have classes available for everyone. There are still
plenty of seats available in the classrooms so please come and join us. Our opening
assembly is at 9:45 and classes follow immediately after the opening.

We have begun plans for the Christmas pageant (yes | did say CHRISTMAS - it will be here before
you can turn around!!). We will be needing animal costumes in all sizes. If you have some costumes that
are still in really good shape, please let Amy Buckingham or myself know. We need to have "lots" of
costumes available. There is plenty of time if you would like to actually make some costumes - of course,
we would love that - just let us know what you would like to make. We are blessed with lots of little people
- and we want to make animals out of them all !!!

We are also still in need of those extra craft supplies you might have laying around the house.

We are trying to use as many leftover supplies for our junior church program as we can to try to save
some money.

Last, but not least we are also looking for folks that would be willing to take a turn helping in the
nursery and toddler rooms during the church hour. Please let Mary Chance know if you would be willing
to help out.




FELLOWSHIP
{ Amy Buckingham, Chairman

No article submitted.

STEWARDSHIP
John Small, Chairman

Just Around the Corner

? AEveryone who hears these words of
ROCK-SOLID I nto practice is |like a wise man whc

This year our annual stewardship campaign will be held during the month of October
and is based on the Program Rock-solid Giving from Hensley Publishing Com. Inc. | would like to
encourage everyone to look for your letter which will arrive in early October. | ask you to prayerfully
consider your gift and be as generous with your gift as God is with his blessings.



Joinus for this'day of welcoming new families,
reacguadrnting with our members and having a great lunch!
See Karen or Amyaifayou want to help.

~ Come bacRhRghome i f youdve
to attend but still remember¥our good times here!

~Bobbing for apples, moon bounce and crafts are just a few of things
planned!

~And Best of all a GREAT LUNCH!




Regional Offering i Many Ministries

The Christian Church Capital Area is a regional manifestation of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), serving over 40 congregations in Maryland,
Delaware, District of Columbia, Northern Virginia, and West Virginia. The region
offers resources and services to help our congregations live out their withess and
ministry in their communities.

This month we are collecting our special offering that goes to the regional church, the Christian Church-
Capital Area.

Someti mes we think of it as this offering as “Chri
regions the special Christmas Offering goes to the ministries of the Regions across the country. Ours is collected in
September and goes entirely to the Christian Church Capital Area. 100% of what you give for this special and over
and above offering will be sent on to further the ministries of the regional church.

This is an important offering in the life of the region as it helps support all of the regional ministries across our
region. What kinds of ministries does the Christian Church-Capital Area do?
1  Provides wonderful camps and conferences for all ages at our two regional camps, Camp Mary-Mac and

Bethany Beach Conference Center.

T Works with churches when they seek new ministers & helps clergy when they are seeking a new church.

9 Provides on-going training for both lay people and for clergy.

1 Work with churches and ministers in the process of clergy ordination.

T Provide for ministries of the Christian Men’'s Fell

Adult Fell owship, Minister’'s Assghipiation, and the

On September 27th you will being hearing more about the services, camps & events that the region offers based
in part on your generous support. Our Senior Minister, Dr. Chance has served on the Regional Board over many
years in every capacity imaginable, including the Regional Moderator, and is currently on the Regional
Transformation Committee, an effort to bring the “way
realities of the times in which we live. John Small, our Stewardship Ministry Chair is currently serving on the C.C.-
C.A. Board of Directors.

We hope you will prayerfully consider what you can do again this year to help our region keep these ministries
going. Place your over and above offering in one of the special offeringe nvel opes mar ked “ Regi
Ministries” which is included in the newsletter. Ther

forget yours.
The Church Office

All Saints Sunday
November 1%

On Sunday, November 1% we are observing All Saints Sunday. This is an
especially meaningful tradition in our church and a time of remembering those
we have lost during the past year.

We honor each person who has passed away in the past year who was a
member or close friend of our church or the friend or family of one of our church
members or a close friend of someone in our church. We will read their names
and lift up their memory during a moment of remembrance during the 11:00 A.M.
worship service.

If you have someone who you have lost during the year please let Dr Chance or
Debbie know so they can be included in the service. Thank you.
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