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The Church and Facebook 

 Facebook is the rapidly expanding and ever popular social 

networking site.  You can do a lot of cool things on 

Facebook but the main thing is an activity called “friending” 

people.  It’s easy to find people on the site that you knew 

growing up or long ago from the many different parts of your 

life.   

Of course younger people gravitate to it much more than 

older people.  When you find someone you know you can 

send a request to be “friends” with them.  They then get the opportunity to either “confirm” or 

“ignore” your request.  I’ve always felt a little hoity or something ignoring a “friend request” so 

rarely do so.  I ignored a friend request today because it was from a little baby and I didn’t even 

know the baby.  Strange things can happen on Facebook.  I was amused or maybe chagrined to 

learn that you can “un-friend” someone as well.  They don’t know, at least not directly that they 

were un-friended.  You simply delete them from your friends list and you are removed from 

theirs as well.  It doesn’t take any mutual action to be un-friended.  I guess we un-friend people 

in real life too, only it requires some overt action and more mutual interaction to un-friend 

someone. 

I mention all this because I’d like to suggest that the church is like Facebook – only it’s the real 

thing.  People are hungry for relationship.  Facebook is a site that supposedly offers relationship 

and connection but what it offers isn’t the same as real relationships.  It’s a substitute.  It can 

present the illusion of relationship or caring but not the real thing.  I’ve had people friend me on 

Facebook and never contact me again and I wondered why they wanted to be my friend.   

People are always looking for connections.  We need to connect however with real people and 

find real relationships.  The church is a great place to connect; both with real people and with 

God.  The church is a great place to find and to build on the kind of relationships that help us to 

be better people ourselves.  The church is like Facebook – only in depth. 

Connecting with people at deep and significant levels can be joyful, troubling, good, bad, happy 

and sad but always real.  Connecting with people can be messy, complicated, and often our 

relationships take surprising turns, but again it’s real and when we connect through the spiritual 

dimension and with God at the center it is always better than on Facebook.  It requires more in 

the church.  It calls for more from me.  It takes more out of my heart.  But, then it always means 

more, lasts more, accomplishes more and yes, I’d just have to say – “like Facebook – only it’s 

the real thing!”  See you in church Sun 

 

 

 

 

  



                              

 NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES 

 
 

 WORSHIP - Debbie Sullivan 
I hope everyone is enjoying the beauty around us this spring.  Worship in May will bring us Youth  
Sunday on May 2nd.  I hope you will will attend to see what a great job our youth do in running the  

service on Youth Sunday.   We will celebrate Mother's Day on May 9th beginning with a breakfast and 
May 23rd is Pentecost Sunday.   See you in church!! 

 
                            

                         FELLOWSHIP - Amy Buckingham  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! September 17-19: BETHANY BEACH!!!! We will only have 
                              about 17 spaces, so see Amy or send in your registration immediately!!! 
 
              Please check your calendars and sign up for a summer fellowship hour!  We seem to have many 
opportunities available!!! 
              Finally, a huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our Easter Egg Hunt successful! We had a 
wonderful turn out, and the kids had a blast finding over 15 dozen eggs!!! Thanks to all who brought stuffed eggs, 
hid eggs, supervised the hunt, and helped clean up!!!  It was fun!!!! 
             I am looking for a fellowship hour coordinator – want to help me???? I know it’s a super easy job – but its 
super important!  Please see me if you would help make sure people have signed up for the fellowship hour after 
the worship service, and for the 9:30 Sunday School fellowship!! 
 

                                                            

                       EVANGELISM/MEMBERSHIP -  Karen Shpiece     

 
                            Wasn't it wonderful to see our beautiful sanctuary filled on Easter Sunday?  We had  
                             many visitors...and many folks we hadn't seen for a long time.  Thanks to those of you 
                             that picked up the phone and made phone calls.  Let’s not stop!!!  Let’s aim for the  
                          stars and call our friends each week!   Think of someone you haven't seen for a  
                      while....pick up the phone and call them!  It works!  Give it a try! 

 
                                  

                       CHRISTIAN EDUCATION –Mary Chance 
                                        What a great Easter celebration we had here at church.  The breakfast, the worship  
                             service, the egg hunt - everything was beyond superb!!  Actually, I can't believe that it has  
                              come and gone already - seems like we planned for so long and now it's over.  Many, many  
                              thanks to all those that helped with tables - both set-up and take-down - the decorations,  
                 making coffee, getting food on the tables, etc.  It's always so nice when folks just step up and help get 
a job done in almost record time.  Again, many thanks. 
         Soooooo, that must mean that summer is just around the corner.  The last day for Sunday School for the 
children will be June 27.  Classes will resume again on September 12 (the Sunday after Labor Day).  Please be 
sure to thank those teachers that have worked with our children so faithfully the entire year.  Pre-
school/Kindergarten - Elena Lynn,  Elementary - Lissa Costa,  Teens - Chad McCabe.  And of course we can't 
forget our adult teachers - Adult I - Bill Helkie,  and Adult II - John Small.  Let us not forget our fearless leader Dr. 
Chance and our pianist Jon Gilbertson.  What's that they say - something about a village and children!!! 
         Vacation Bible School will be here before you know it.  The dates will be July 12 - 16 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
nightly.  We will need all kinds of help to make the week successful.  We need teachers, craft folks, music folks, 
recreation folks, refreshments folks, scenery creation and decoration folks, publicity folks, etc.    It's that whole 
village thing again!!  Please let Mary Chance know how you would be willing to help.  VBS is a great way to reach 
the children in this neighborhood as well as our own youth.  Please step up and volunteer soon so that we will be 
able to focus on the program. 
       Here's hoping to hear from you real soon!!!   

(cont’d on next page) 
 



 

       
             PROPERTY, Joel Owen 
                                The dumpster pad and sidewalk in the parking lot have been replaced and repaired.  The spring  

            clean up of the grounds was completed this month and the church looked especially beautiful for 
            Palm Sunday and Easter.  A special thanks to the Carpenter’s Club for helping this month at the 
           mulch sale! 

 

 
                   OUTREACH, Lissa Costa 

1. Week of Compassion update.   Thank you, give each other a round of applause and a  
                           pat on the back for a job well done. Your generosity generated over $3,000 for Week of  
                           Compassion.  Your contributions are hard at work around the world in countries like Haiti and  
                           Chile.   
  2. Possible Outreach opportunity.  Our congregation has been approached by the Carroll House, a shelter for 
homeless men in Silver Spring, to provide and serve dinner to the men in the shelter.  Last year we provided 
dinner to a local woman's shelter.  If you are interested and would like more details, please see Lissa Costa or 
Eric Hanson. 
 
 

               STEWARDSHIP, Ralph Leslie 
                  As a part of Stewardship we are asking our members ―What giving means to them.‖  This was 
                       submitted by Ralph Norton. 
 
―WHAT GIVING MEANS TO ME‖ 

Giving for me "is doin' what comes naturally", as the song goes.  Just before the first of the month, the first check I 
write for the following month is our church pledge. 

It's not a bargain with the Lord, as we can't bargain with Him, but we have done this thru the good times and the bad 
times, for our Lord's church. 

WHY?  Because it's just the right thing to do. 

______________________________________ 
 

Greetings Aspen Hill Church Ladies!  

  
It is time to register for the Women's Spring Retreat at the Bethany Beach Conference Center. Our 

theme is "Check Out Your BMI. (Basic Mission Index or Beach Mission: Ice Cream).”  
  

The retreat will be held from Friday, June 4th thru Sunday, June 6th. Our specially-negotiated cost is 
$125 per person for the entire weekend. If you can only make part of the weekend, there are special 

rates available. See the attached information for full details. Both attachments are the same 

information in different formats. One is in Microsoft Word format and the other is an Adobe PDF 
format. Please pass the information along to other women you think would be interested in attending.   

  
The registration information needs to be received by Sara Hindsley by May 14th to ensure the 

Conference Center will have adequate time for meal preparation. Sara’s email address is 
rs.hindsley@comcast.net.  

  
We are lucky enough to be able to enjoy the juried arts & crafts show at Bethany Beach on Saturday, 

June 5th! 

  
  

Yours in service,  
Carol-Ann Smith  

Secretary, CCCA DWF 
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MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
                    May 9

th
 

         9:30 A.M. 
Join us for this time of celebrating Mother’s Day with all of our 

members and sharing memories and good food! 
 
 
 
 
 

                        Pentecost Sunday  
                        Celebration 
                          May 23

rd
 

          

BETHANY BEACH WEEKEND RETREAT 

September 17-18-19 

 

Join us for this time of fellowship, sharing & 

FUN!!!!! 

 

We have a limited number of spaces so 

please sign up early.  See Amy Buckingham 

for details. 

 



 
 
Devotional Given at the April St Paulôs Breakfast by Eric Hanson 
 
“DO IT LETS GET OFF OUR BUTS” 

This was going to be a truly great Devotional, but so many things got in the way. I was going to spend lots 

of time writing it, but, well you know how time goes! I was going to get lots of touching and poignant examples of 

people not getting things done, but I never got around to interviewing the people. I was going to gather lots of 

wonderful quotes to illustrate my points, but I left the quote book at home, and this devotional is being written at 

the office, besides I think my dog ate it. I was going to make sure that this devotional was so inspirational and so 

wonderful that you were going to ask me for copies and look forward to reading it again and again, but I decided 

to watch this movie on the TV, and I was going to work on the devotional after the movie, but then I went out for 

ice cream and I was tired, and decided to start fresh in the morning, but then I slept late, and then I went out for 

breakfast and took a drive past Montgomery Mall and decided to stop and shop, then I went for lunch, and then 

thought I'd take a nap and start fresh in the evening, but then I started watching a documentary on TV, then, of 

course, it was time for dinner, then I was invited to the movies, and I don't want to be rude to my friends, and 

besides I sort-of wanted to see the movie anyway, then I was going to go right back and work on the devotional, 

but then I remembered how good the ice cream was the night before… 

But        But, that three letter word.  It permeates our language. It's a nasty little word.  It allows me to lie to 

myself and to severely limit myself without even knowing it.  I want to volunteer to visit a shut in, but …I want to be 

a greeter but…I want to sponsor fellowship hour but…I would be willing to serve as a Deacon but…I would like to 

sell fruit for the Church but… 

But usually means ignore all that good sounding stuff that went before – and here comes the truth.  You 

might even consider BUT as an acronym for Behold the Underlying Truth, and Buts can be shortened to BS. 

There is also the Yes-But:  The naked "but" is what I use when ignoring my own good advice.  When 

ignoring good advice of others, I use the hyphenated version: "yes-but."  You should attend the prayer breakfast, 

yes-but…  You should bring your kids to Sunday school on time, yes-but…  Giving to others enriches you, yes 

but…  You should attend the Maundy Thursday service, yes-but… You should attend the Carpenters Club 

meeting, yes-but… 

Yes-but means, "hear comes the arguments for my limitations‖. I can count on it: I will have plenty of 

choices in life. And many times they boil down to a choice between "What do I want?" and "What’s best for 

others?"  In my heart I know the right decision and that is to choose to serve others…. BUT…Just before kickoff at 

Super Bowl XLIII, Kurt Warner of the Arizona Cardinals received the Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award—

a tribute given to the player who had best combined on-field excellence with off-field community service. ―I am 

humbled the Lord has given me such an amazing life to impact others,‖ said Warner, a dedicated Christian. ―Of all  

the awards given to NFL athletes, [this one] stands out . . . because of what it represents.‖ It represents a 

commitment to giving and sacrificing for others.I hope this is the legacy and example I am setting for Erica and 

Luke.  I know this is the example my parents taught me and continue to teach me today.  I know this is what the  

scriptures teach me and I know this is what Dr. Chance teaches me.  However, I struggle every day to serve 

others instead of myself, it is a battle and some days are better than others.                     (Cont’d on next page) 



 

 

I have been working out since last fall and the trainer on the DVD has a saying I like and what he says is get out 

of your head about it, just push play, do your best and forget the rest… In other words don’t over think it, don’t 

allow yourself to say but, just do it and do it as best you canI am trying to apply those principals to my faith.  Don’t 

over think saying a prayer every day or giving thanks for a meal, or volunteering to be a greeter or host fellowship 

hour, helping to coordinate a mulch sale… instead of a burden, those are blessings.  When we’re involved in 

serving, and meeting others’ needs, we’re imitating Jesus in thoughts and words and deeds.  Serve God by 

serving others. 

 

 

 

 

2010 MULCH SALE 
 

I am pleased to announce we had a successful mulch sale on Saturday, 
April 10.  It was a beautiful day, the weather cooperated and it was a 
great time of fellowship.  We sold approximately 650 bags of mulch 
which nets approximately $1,600 for AHCC.   
  
I want to thank the following people for all their efforts in making this a 
successful day.  

   

                                       Many thanks to:  
 

                Joel Owen Yader Aparicio 
                Mike Owen Orlando Lastre 
                Eric Long Jack Hanson 
                Jeff Price Adrian Appleyard 
                Rob Snyder Allen Lyngdoh 

 
 
                                                                                  Eric Hanson 
 

 
 

From Our Music Director 
 
Again Out of the Mouths of Babes: 
Handel was half-German, half-Italian and half-English.  He was rather large. 
My favorite carol is "Old Comalye Faithful".  Old Coomalye Faithful was Jesus' Dog. 
  
Well, you don't have to be as big as Handel, but we would like you to be as faithful as Jesus' dog and attend 
Thursday night choir rehearsals at 7:30 to help the choir finish the rest of the 2010 choral season.  
We have fun and enjoy contributing to the worship of God.  Come join us. 
 
       Jon



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

How Big Is Wal -Mart? é 
 

1.  Americans spend $36,000,000 at Wal-Mart EVERY HOUR of every day 

2. This works out to $20,928 profit every minute!  

3. Wal-Mart will sell more from January 1 to St. Patrick's Day (March 17th) 
than Target sells all year.  

4. Wal-Mart is bigger than Home Depot + Kroger + Target + Sears +  

    Costco + K-Mart combined.  
 4. Wal-Mart employs 1.6 million people and is the largest private Employer, 

      and most speak English.     
 5. Wal-Mart is the largest company in the histor y of the World.  
 6. Wal-Mart now sells more food than Kroger & Safeway combined,  

    and keep in mind they did this in only 15 years.  
 7. During this same period, 31 supermarket chains sought bankruptcy.  
 8. Wal-Mart now sells more food than any other sto re in the world.  
 9. Wal-Mart has approx 3,900 stores in the USA of which 1,906 are  

      Super Centers; this is 1,000 more than it had 5 Years ago. 
 11. This year 7.2 billion different purchasing experiences will occur at  
       a Wal-Mart store. (Earth's population is approximately 6.5 Billion.)  

 12. 90% of all Americans live within 15 miles of a Wal -Mart.   
  
 

 


