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JUNE 2010 ISSUE
When It Rains It Pours
Three straight days of nothing but rain and suddenly the flat roof of the church started
leaking like a sieve. A whole deluge of problems suddenly emerged. The flat portion
of the church roof has long outlasted its life expectancy and we were already in the
process of raising the funds to pay for a new roof and securing bids for the work
when the whole process escalated with the week’s events. The roof reached its end quickly. From one or two
leaks that were springing up occasionally to suddenly dozens of them, life went south in a hurry. Ceiling tiles
were being saturated and crumbling all over the floor. Drops of water on the copier and on the computers,
phones and other sensitive electronic systems were bad news waiting to happen. Decisions had to be made
quickly, bids finalized and a contract signed to replace the roof. Several thoughts come to mind about the whole
mess.

First, when stuff happens people step up and do what they have to do to recover. Joel Owen, Mary Chance,
Chad McCabe and Roberto Lopez came over on dime’s notice and climbed up on the roof to put down an
emergency plastic covering. We are all thankful to have people in our lives who will respond when calls for help
come their way. Knowing that we have people to help us when the rainstorms come into or lives is a gift from
God.

Secondly, it's never as bad as it seems. When the rain was coming down in droves and leaks were popping
through all over the office area and all | wanted to do was eat my lunch and get my work done life was feeling
terrible. When my back was hurting and | was grousing about being up on the roof of the church and the rain was
miserable | was feeling pretty disgusted. Today, it's a better day. Today the sun is shining, a contract is signed,
the letter borrowing the money has gone out and we’re getting ready to invite people to pay for the roof and it
feels like a new day. It's never as bad as it sometimes seems in life. No matter what the problem there is always
a new tomorrow, always someone to help us through the crisis and we are never far from God’s love and care.
It's worth remembering that when the rain is coming down that the sun is always going to shine again.

There are other lessons, lots of them but the last one I'll mention is how people serve as role models, inspirers,
examples to one another. | didn’t’ want to go up on the roof but Joel was my example. | couldn’t leave him up
there by himself to deal with the problem. | had to go up and join him. Chad offered to help and he went up as
well. He too was a great example. When Mary arrived and insisted on climbing up there too | knew the examples
being set left me little choice. Roberto came at the last minute on no notice. We are examples to one another.
Others see our commitment or lack of it and respond accordingly. What kind of example do you think you are?

Now, we will be asking you to be rays of sunshine as we try to come out from under the umbrella and pay for this
new roof. And, we hope that you will be the right kind of example in your responses for support in the future; not
just for paying for the roof but for all the ministries, all the missions, all the care and attention the church needs to
be faithful to its call. See you on the roof!




NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES

@] CHRISTIAN EDUCATION —Mary Chance
ggy\i;% | can't believe that it is already the middle of May!! The school year is winding down - the kids
=

are getting restless - summer must be coming. But do not fear --- there are still lots of things

going on. The last day of Sunday School for children will be June 20. There are no classes for
children during the summer. Classes resume on September 12. HOWEVER, please mark your calendars for
July 12 - 16. That is the week we will have Vacation Bible School every evening from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Our theme
this year is "Soul Survivor" and looks to be lots of fun. We are still looking for volunteers to help with VBS. We
need teachers, a recreation leader, a refreshments coordinator, a craft leader, a music leader, a "set designer"
(someone to decorate the sanctuary and the church). Please check your calendars and let us know what you
would like to do. VBS is a great fun-filled week that draws a lot of folks from the neighborhood. Plan on attending
and bringing your children AND their friends.

As our year comes to an end (seems funny to say that in May), please take a moment to thank those folks
that have worked with our children (and our adults) every Sunday. Our teachers are Ms. Elena Lynn (pre-
school/kindergarten), Ms. Lissa Costa (early elementary), Mr. Chad McCabe (teens), Mr. Bill Helkie and Mr.
Mario Mendoza (Adult 1), Dr. John Small (Adult Il), Ms. Karen Shpiece (children’s choir), Mr. Jon Gilbertson
(pianist), Ms. Amy Buckingham (Junior church), and Dr. Robert Chance (fondly known as "Dokor Bob") (opening
leader). We will have our final teachers' breakfast on May 23 at 8:00 to talk about this year and plan for next
year. If you would like to become a part of this dedicated team please let me know.

See you at Ralph's General Store at 9:45 !!

EVANGELISM/MEMBERSHIP - Karen Shpiece

i Top Ten Reasons to Invite Your Friends to AHCC
/O\ 10. The minister can crack a good joke
W= 9. Free coffee and cookies
\- 8. Your friend will feel better when they leave than when they came in
e 7. Always a bright smile and a kind word to greet you

6. It beats cleaning your house or working on a Sunday morning
There's a Sunday School class for all ages
They'll thank you for it
Stories you'll hear are much more uplifting than those in the newspaper
The children of the church will entertain them
There's absolutely no better place to spend a Sunday morning

ENwROa

We really are the best kept secret in Silver Spring! Share the joy and invite someone to our special church!!

- FELLOWSHIP - Amy Buckingham
ﬁf;bx Have you signed up for fellowship hour lately? It is a great way to celebrate an anniversary,
© = Dbirthday, graduation or just about anything else. Check out the available dates and sign up to

?(\3’ = make coffee and bring cookies. AND SHARE YOUR JOY WITH THE CHURCH!

L BETHANY BEACH is fast approaching. The poster and sign-up sheet are in the fellowship
hall waiting for your names. It is a fun time and the program is always GREAT! Join other members of the church
on this special weekend in September. You won't regret it! The deadline is fast approaching! So get your names
added to list and ENJOY A FALL GETAWAY!




— OUTREACH, Lissa Costa

5 2
13 o\ Carroll House Cooks Needed: The Carroll House Men’s shelter in Silver Spring
R ) “'desperately needs meals provided. We would like to help meet that need by providing one meal
<0 on the first Sunday of every month, beginning with June. Volunteers can either gather after
church on Sunday to help cook the meal or make a portion of the meal at home and drop it off at
¥/Jthe church. Cooking not your forte? No worries—we need volunteers to deliver the meals. Sign
up in the fellowship hall or call me for more details! (cont’d on next page)

PROPERTY, Joel Owen
April showers bring . . . ... HOLES IN THE ROOF!!!

As you may have noticed, the old flat roof above the offices and conference room has finally
deteriorated so much that it needs to be replaced. Every time we have fluctuations in the
temperature it opens up new cracks causing leaks. So far this year, the leaks have caused
damage to the ceiling in the bathroom, the tile on the floor, the drop ceiling in the hallway and possible
stains to the carpet. We are currently using buckets to keep the damage to a minimum but a new roof is
our only choice. More information will be coming soon on this project.

STEWARDSHIP, Ralph Leslie

As a part of Stewardship we are asking our members “What giving means to them.” This was
submitted by Arlyn Sanchez.

Why do | give?? My first thought was because it is the right thing to do. But it goes beyond that. | give
because I'm so grateful that | am ABLE to give. God has blessed me with so much including health, family and
the ability to work. By giving of my time and income to AHCC, | can indirectly reach so many places and
programs | couldn't otherwise (Heifer International, disaster relief funds, etc). I've heard a phrase many times:
“Life is God's gift to you; what you do with it is your gift to God". | will never come close to match what God has
given me but every little bit counts when it comes from the heart.

WORSHIP - Debbie Sullivan

It's hard to believe we are halfway through 2010 and summer will be here soon. On June
\ 6th we will have our Membership/Anniversary Sunday. Every member will have a name

tag withFT e year they joined the church on it and we will have decade posters around the sanctuary. June

13th we will have a guest speaker, Ciara Simonson. On June 20th we will honor our fathers by celebrating

Father's Day and that will also be the last Sunday for the choir. In July and August our worship service will begin

at 10:00 a.m. God Bless Everyone.

BETHANY BEACH WEEKEND RETREAT
September 17 -18-19

We have a limited number of spaces so please sign up early.
Sign -up sheet is in the fellowship hall.

See Amy Buckingham for details.




VBS
July 12-16
7:00-9:00 P.M.

ON A LI GHTER NOTEE®

Honk if you love Jesus. ..
text while driving if youd
[ike +o meet him.

Everyone is welcome! Tell your
neighbors, friends and family to join
us for this fun week of activities,
sharing and fellowship.

FATHER'S
From Our Music Director DAY

_ o June 20"
Greetings from your music ministry! Join us to celebrate
There is a saying in opera that if it is too important to this special day!

say, then sing it!

Want to feel more important? Come to the choir and
"sing it"! We rehearse Thursday nights and 7:30 and
Sunday mornings at 10:15. We would love to se you
there.

Jon Gilbertson




Sugpicious

50% of Americans who believe it is right for the government to monitor phone calls and email without cour
permission.

29 % believe that news organizations usually get facts correct.
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36 % believe the govement was likely involved in the 9/11 attacks.

13 is the number of states that have active secessionists movements (at least 13)
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ye 1/ \\,\ The flat roof which covers the Church offices, the upstairs adult Sunday School Room /
Conference Room, the bathrooms and hallway needs to be replaced.
The flat roof was installed in 1987; the average life of a flat roof is about 15 years. We have
far surpassed the average life, we have been very fortunate that the roof has not needed replaced until now.

I am writing this newsletter article to ask you for your support in replacing the flat roof. The cost will be
substantial but we don't have alternative, the roof must be replaced it has out lived its useful life.

Recently the roof problem has gone from bad to worse, perhaps you have noticed towels and buckets
where the conference room meets the fellowship hall or in the hallway outside the restrooms. This is a result of
the roof leaking when it rains. These leaks saturate the office ceiling tiles and potentially can cause damage to
our electronic equipment as the water drips into the office.

We will be conducting a Spring campaign asking all members to make an over and above gift to the
"Raising the Roof" campaign.

"Raising the Roof" Spring Fundraising Campaign

Together in Christ
Eric Hanson




