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Conversation with a Neighbor

On my way to the office one day this week | saw a neighbor walking with his wife.
I stopped to say “hello” and our conversation got around to church. He shared
some concerns he had about his church and I said to him that the problems he
was describing were common, much the same everywhere and similar to

ones that we face. My neighbor’s church is a United Methodist congregation and all of the so called “Mainline
Churches” are facing the same issues. If there is one thing | have learned in over 40 years of being a pastor it is
that most the issues we face are “global” or “cultural”, external to what we do or don’t do within our own
congregation. Cultural forces are at play.

My neighbor mentioned attendance was down below a 100 and he could remember back in the 1960’s when they
were setting up chairs in the aisle with great expectations of growing. The growth went backwards. Unlike our
congregation they are smaller, much smaller than they were in the past and unlike our congregation they face a
huge mortgage each month putting lots of pressure on them with finances.

During the conversation there were several common experiences that | want to share. One of the issues we shared
in common is that attendance is a problem exasperated by sports clubs and youth teams now scheduling events,
games and leagues on Sunday morning. It seems like parents increasingly make the value choice that basketball
games or soccer practices or football games or swim club or whatever the current sport of the season is takes
precedence over church. I’m reminded of the time when our then eight year old daughter Beth was in a select
Cross Country program and had lots of meets on Sunday morning. | asked her if she knew what that meant and
she said “yeah, I’'m going to be missing a lot of church”. Itold her “no, it meant she was going to miss a lot of
meets”. I can’t make the choice for our parents but if sports takes precedence over church I think we cheat our
children out of the best for something of much less value. It’s a poor bargain when we give our kids sports over
faith, teaching them value choices they will make the rest of their lives. And this is coming from someone who
loves sports, has participated in sports all his life and found much to love in sports. But, when all is said and done,
I know what it means when sports comes into conflict with church — it means my children are going to be in
church.

What’s your choice? It’s your call; but, just remember - It’s your children’s hearts and souls.




NEWS FROM OUR MINISTRIES

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION -Mary Chance
@é&g}% COMING SOON!!!T' VB S - July 12-16 — 7:00-9:00 P.M.
_—

EVANGELISM/MEMBERSHIP - Karen Shpiece
GOOD NEwsS!H!I It's SUMMERTIME!! Boy, aren't we all ready for it? After such a
nasty winter | know many of us are ready for a change in the weather, a change in the
z--routine, and vacations. But | have more good news: CHURCH WILL STILL BE
OPEN!!II That's right! We'll be right here, with a slight change in our start time! And
~_. we want you to keep church on your summer agenda. Got friends visiting from out of
town? Bring them! Introduce them to your church family and share all of the blessing Aspen
Hill Christian Church has to offer

FELLOWSHIP - Amy Buckingham

ax No article submitted

5 ,/{)UTREACH Lissa Costa

The elders and deacons made a fine supper for the Carroll House mends sk
hanks to everyone who helped out!
— Opportunities for cooks and deliverers still exist. Contact Lissa for more details. We will
IIH “dpe providing meals monthly until September and then will provide meals
once every quarter.

PROPERTY, Joel Owen
The flat roof is currently being replaced. The work on the roof should be completed by June

5™ at a cost of around $ 25,000. When the roof is completed, the work will begin of replacing the
ceiling tiles and general clean up will also commence. | hope most of this will be completed by
the Carpenter Club members to keep the cost down.
| During the roof replacement process, the old stone (River Jack) was saved and used to cover the
dirt patiffrom the parking lot to Georgia Avenue. Some stone will be used for additional projects, but there is
plenty left for members to take and use as they wish. The pile is on the parking lot next to the dumpster. Please
help yourself to it.

In addition to spreading stone on the dirt path, the roofing company will also replace the missing and torn
shingles on the original church building roof. Bob arranged for these items to be done at no additional cost.
THANKYOUBOB!" (cont6d on next page)
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Replacing the flat roof was certainly an unexpected buy necessary major expense. Please pray and
thoughtfully consider how you can help your church in obtaining the necessary funds to cover some of this
expense. So far the ARaftsagnegtstarthbet wRsiilbhbve waystogw.ai gn i s

WORSHIP - Debbie Sullivan
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No article submitted.

BETHANY BEACH WEEKEND RETREAT
September 17 -18-19

We have a limited number of spaces so please sign up early.
Sign -up sheet is in the fellowship hall.

See Amy Buckingham for details.

From Our Music Director

June 20th marks the end of this year's choral season for the summer. We will
have a larger than usual choir in a special way on that day. Please plan to be there.
We thank you for your support throughout this year and hope that you will think
about joining us for next year in music ministry.
Have a grand and glorious summer! Jon




Opinion on new Arizona law
36%  Goes too far.

9% Doesn’t go far enough.
51%  About right.

Il 1l egal i mmigration i seée
65%  Very serious problem.

24%  Somewhat serious problem.

10%  Not a problem.

What should be done with illegal immigrants working
in U.S?

43%  Allowed to stay/apply for citizenship.

21%  Allowed to stay as guest workers.

32% Be required to leave the U.S.




"My Friends, I'm sarey to harp
an the pulpit restoration fund, but . ..

Highlights from the June Board Meeting.

Reports were provided from each of our Ministry Directors, Officers and Pastor.
Dr. Chance provided the opening devotional.

The planning and events calendar was reviewed and approved.

Received plans for Father’s including a Father’s Day Breakfast

Approved Membership/Evangelism program of ads, brochures, etc.

Agreed to study proposal to cut back on the number of elders & deacons for 2011.

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance

MAY 2010 =104/ Year b Date=108

Everyone is called to help to grow the church by inviting friends, family, neighbors, co-
workers.




SUMMER WORSHIP
TIME

July & August
10:00 A.M.

PLEASERE ME MB E R
Mark your calendars for
the time change!




